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desired a year earlier. The difficulties he had had with E. Schmeitzner led him to hope that for the demand he wished to make of the publisher he could regain possession of his earlier writings. The lawsuit which arose out of these disputes was settled in 1885 by a compromise, my brother receiving the sum owing to him from the publisher. Fritz did not like the idea that his whole literary output had " slipped out of his hands/' but in the end he acquiesced, recognising that it would be very difficult for him to find a new publisher. As it was, his works had had a most chequered career. The Birth of Tragedy and the first and second of the Thoughts out of Season had been brought out by E. W. Fritzsch of Leipzig, but the books written between 1874 and 1884 had been published by E. Schmeitzner of Chemnitz, who had also taken over the remainder of Fritzsch's publications. From 1884 onwards, for reasons already detailed, my brother had all his writings printed at his own expense. In 1886 Herr E. Schmeitzner, wishing to undertake fresh business enterprises, looked for a publisher to whom he could sell the whole edition of my brother's works. Finally, in the summer of that year the firm of E. W. Fritzsch took over all the earlier books, with the exception of the two printed at my brother's expense. Thus The Birth of Tragedy and the two first Thoughts out of Season returned to their old home.
My brother had been sorely tried by all these publishing disputes, and was now very glad that Herr Fritzsch had been willing to buy the 62 hundredweight of his earlier writings. He regretted, however, that the purchase had not been fully settled during his stay at Leipzig, so that he could not personally advise Herr Fritzsch. Much as he hated having to talk to publishers about his books, he hated still more having to write to them on the subject. He found it " simply disgusting " that he should have to praise his books to publishers, who otherwise would not have had the courage to bring